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New World Set Types Added in 
the NGC Registry 

Posted on 2/17/2009 

As the Registry participation continues to grow, NGC continues to expand it 
accordingly. 

The NGC Registry has grown to include 935 competitive set type categories and 
more than 41,900 registered sets. In response to feedback from participants, we 
are actively adding more set type categories for World coins. Here is just a 
sample of the set types recently added: 

• Australia — Kangaroo Silver Dollars, Mint State 

• Australia Kookaburra Silver Dollars, Mint State 

• Australia Half Sovereigns and Sovereigns 

• Australia Koala Silver Dollars, Mint State 

• France 1899-1914 Gold 20F (Rooster), Circulation Issue 

• Great Britain Circulation Issue sets 

• Mexico — Gold 50 Pesos 1921-1947, Mint State 

• New Zealand Penny, Three pence and Sixpence sets 

The NGC Registry is a tool for the collecting community, where collections can be 
displayed and ranked against other great collections. NGC- and PCGS-certified 
coins are eligible for inclusion and every coin registered in a competitive category 
receives a point value associated with its desirability and certified grade. 

There is no fee to participate in the NGC Registry; only a free Collectors Society 
membership is required. The Collectors Society is an online community developed 
to provide services and education to collectors. The NGC Registry is just one of 
the many resources available with free membership. Visit the NGC Web site to 
learn more about the Registry and how to get started. 
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ANA Summer Seminar 2009 
Features More Choices, New 
Classes and Instructors 


Posted on 2/17/2009 

The ANA’s valuable educational opportunity has exciting first-time offerings for 
2009, as well as the time-honored features the Seminar is known for. 

The 41st annual Summer Seminar in Colorado Springs will offer students a menu 
of two-day and five-day classes, introduce a number of new courses that reflect 
current trends in the hobby, and feature several new instructors, recognized as 
leaders in the hobby. 

For the first time in Summer Seminar history, students can choose to take two 
two-day classes or one five-day class during either session, June 27 - July 3 or 
July 4-10. This year’s educational event features more than 20 new classes, 12 
first-time Seminar instructors, a first-ever Course Bourse, the return of a working 
mini-mint, a public meeting of the Citizens Coinage Advisory Committee, and 
time-honored classes and activities that have helped make Summer Seminar so 
successful. 

"Last year I heard several suggestions for new classes and scheduling options," 
said ANA Executive Director Larry Shepherd, who is teaching a two-day class, 
Classic US Commemoratives: Bourse Secrets of a Pro. "Some asked if it was 
possible to create classes reflecting current trends in the hobby — and if that 
might attract new instructors on the cutting edge of those trends. The answer is 
'yes' and 'yes.'" 

Among the new offerings is a special two-evening mini-seminar on CAC 
verification, taught by John Albanese, founder of Certified Acceptance Corp. Coin 
World Editor Beth Deisher is teaming with investigative reporter Susan Headley to 
teach a two-day class on Facing the Chinese Counterfeiting Threat, and 



numismatic icon Ira Goldberg will join with ANA Museum Curator Doug Mudd to 
present the two-day class, Money of the World: Coins That Made History. 

Popular courses including introductory, intermediate and advanced grading will 
again be offered, along with counterfeit detection, digital photography, paper 
money, ancients and Morgan silver dollar classes. ANA President Barry Stuppler 
will return to teach his popular and practical course, So You Want to Be a Coin 
Dealer? Eleven evening mini-seminars provide additional opportunities for 
students and instructors to expand their numismatic horizons. 

“Whatever your numismatic interest or experience in the hobby, I’m confident you 
will find a class that will help you expand your knowledge and make you a better 
collector,” said Education Project Manager Susan McMillan. 

This also marks the first year that Summer Seminar will be held under the newly 
established Florence Schook School of Numismatics. The ANA has placed all of 
its educational programs in the Florence Schook School to honor the former ANA 
president, board member and tireless advocate of numismatic education. 

Schook’s image adorns the cover of the Summer Seminar course catalog, which 
is posted online at www.money.org and will be printed as a special supplement in 
the March issue of The Numismatist. 

A fundraising campaign initiated by the Board of Governors already has attracted 
several donors to make significant contributions to further the ANA’s educational 
mission through the Florence Schook School of Numismatics and Summer 
Seminar. Those donations include $75,000 from Central States Numismatic 
Society, $40,000 from Florida United Numismatists (to endow the counterfeit 
detection course for four years), $25,000 from Lee Minshull, and $10,000 from 
Larry and Ira Goldberg. Those gifts have helped offset rising Summer Seminar 
costs and allow the ANA to keep tuition increases to approximately $100 ($200 for 
those who pay after April 30). Base tuition for a student enrolling in one session 
and staying on the Colorado College campus is $499. Room and board rates start 
at $474 per week for a double occupancy room in Loomis Hall, including three 
meals a day. 

"Summer Seminar is simply the best educational value in numismatics," said 
Shepherd. "The list of instructors reads like a Who’s Who in Numismatics, and the 
classes cover important trends in the hobby and a full array of numismatic topics, 
from ancients to shipwreck coins to military payment certificates and valuing US 
coins. I’m confident you’ll find everything you need to stir your passions for our 
magnificent hobby — and to help you become a better collector, dealer or 


investor." 


Among the popular activities returning for an encore this year is the annual YN 
Auction, held Wednesday night of each session, which raised $48,000 for YN 
scholarships last year. There will also be a special tour of the Denver Mint and a 
tour of Cripple Creek — including a 1,000-foot descent on a skip to view 
underground gold veins in the Molly Kathleen Mine. There also will be tours of 
non-numismatic Pikes Peak attractions including a Colorado Rockies-Washington 
Nationals baseball game at Denver’s Coors Field, and a trip up Pikes Peak on the 
Cog Railway. “I’m truly excited about this year’s Summer Seminar,” Shepherd 
said. “It’s a great lineup of classes and world-class instructors. I invite everyone to 
consider investing a week of their time to stoking their numismatic passions, and 
to improving their numismatic skills and knowledge.” 

For more information on Summer Seminar or to register, call Susan McMillan at 
719-482-9850 or visit www.money.org. 

The American Numismatic Association is a nonprofit organization dedicated to 
educating and encouraging people to study and collect money and related items. 
The ANA helps its 32,000 members and the public discover and explore the world 
of money through its vast array of programs including its education and outreach 
programs, museum, library, publications, conventions and seminars. For more 
information, call 719-632-2646 or visitwww.money.org. 

This is a guest article. The thoughts and opinions in this piece are those of their 
author and are not necessarily the thoughts of the Certified Collectibles Group. 
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Next Presidential Dollar 
Released! 


Posted on 2/19/2009 

William Henry Harrison Presidential $1 Coins entered circulation on February 19, 
2009. 

The first Presidential Dollar of 2009 and the ninth coin in the series released into 
circulation on Thursday, February 19, 2009. Coins received for certification by 
February 20 were eligible for the designation FIRST DAY OF ISSUE. 

The obverse (heads side) of the William Henry 
Harrison Presidential $1 Coin features a dramatic 
portrait of the former president by United States 
Mint Sculptor-Engraver Joe Menna. The inscription 
IN GOD WE TRUST — formerly featured on the 

click image to enlarge 

edge of Presidential $1 Coins — is now featured on 

the obverse. It is the first Presidential $1 Coin to feature the inscription on the 
obverse. 

The coin's reverse (tails side), by United States Mint Sculptor-Engraver Don 
Everhart, features a striking image of the Statue of Liberty. Incused on the coin's 
edge are the inscriptions 2009, E PLURIBUS UNUM and the mintmark of origin (P 
or D for Philadelphia or Denver). 

William Henry Harrison was born into a politically prominent family. His father, a 
three-term governor of Virginia, was one of the signers of the Declaration of 
Independence. Following three years of college, Harrison's father sent him to 
study medicine with a leading physician. Unenthusiastic about medicine, he 
instead pursued a military career after his father's death. Harrison distinguished 
himself in the Battle of Tippecanoe against American Indians led by Shawnee 
chief Tecumseh — earning the nickname "Old Tippecanoe" — and in the War of 
1812. During his Army career, Harrison also served as secretary of the Northwest 





Territory and governor of the Indiana Territory. He also served in the US Senate in 
the US House of Representatives, in the Ohio State Senate and as US minister to 
Columbia. 

In 1840, the Whig Party chose Harrison to run against incumbent President Martin 
Van Buren. "Tippecanoe and Tyler Too" (future President John Tyler was his vice 
presidential candidate) was the first slogan used in a presidential campaign. 
Harrison defeated Van Buren in a landslide, and at 68 years old, became the 
oldest president to serve in the office up to that point. 

Former President Harrison served the shortest term in office of any president to 
date. He died of pneumonia about one month after giving the longest inaugural 
speech in history. He was the first president to die in office. 

Adapted from the US Mint press release, issued February 16, 2009. See the full 
release. 


Articles List 


NGC is the Official Grading Service of 


NGC is an Approved Grading Company of 


AMERICAN 

NUMISMATIC 

ASSOCIATION 


PNG 


catawiki ebay View All > 


O <§ O© 


SNCS SPMG SCGC SCCS' SASG 



COLLECTORS 

SOCIETY 


Careers Legal Privacy Policy Security Center Sitemap Terms Affiliates Contact 


© 2018 Numismatic Guaranty Corporation 


HI United States 




oaNGC 


® 


Sign In 


Join NGC 


out Coin Grading NCS Conservation Submit News Resources 


Market Alive with Opportunities 

Posted on 2/17/2009 

This year’s FUN Convention was proof that the coin market is still alive and has 
evolved significantly, and collectors are finding plenty of promising opportunities. 

A guest article from NumisMedia 

Even though it lacked the enthusiasm of last year’s show, dealers and collectors 
were still quite busy at the recent FUN Convention. Nevertheless, the results from 
the show have established a downward trend with FMV prices declining in several 
areas of the market. Deep Mirror Prooflike Dollars saw many of the highest 
grades selling at 20 percent less than their purchase price from a year ago. 
Buyers for Early Type coins found some fantastic bargains relative to previous 
FMV price levels established at the ANA in Baltimore less than a few months 
previous. 

In the last three weeks since FUN, there have been thousands of adjustments in 
nearly all series. Yet, not all of the changes are declines; many issues continue to 
rise. Copper is very strong, especially for accurately graded coins that do not 
appear on the market very often. We are seeing many increases for Half and 
Large Cents that have very low populations. Collectors for these coins are very 
aggressive and will continue to be so because they know that quality coins with 
problem-free planchets are few and far between. You can typically find many of 
these coins at auction with problems. Whether they are pitted, have scratches or 
are even repaired, they still attract lots of bidding attention and will usually bring 
about 25 to 50 percent of the current FMV for properly graded coins. With this 
much attention for problem coins, you just know that nice coins will bring out the 
more advanced collectors. 


Chinese 
Modern 
Coin Price 
Guide 



Now available 
for Chinese 
Panda, Lunar and 
Unicorn coins. 


Try it today > 


Indian and Lincoln Cents bring out some very aggressive buyers when the highest 
grades are offered in a major sale. In the Heritage Sale, an 1864 with L on Ribbon 
brought $11,500 for an NGC MS 66 Red. The only MS 68 1902 Red graded by 
either service brought $13,800 in an NGC holder. There were several lots of the 











key 1877 Cent in Red and Brown and in Red that realized $8,000 to $8,600 in MS 
64. This is always a popular coin. In the Lincoln series, a 1922 No D Strong 
Reverse MS 63 Brown Cent sold for $16,580 in an NGC holder. A 1909-S VDB in 
MS 66 Red, certified by PCGS, brought $14,950, while a like certified coin brought 
$18,400 at the Heritage Sale in Long Beach this past September. It is tough to 
compare coins by grade and even tougher when they are made of copper. 
Nevertheless, it does suggest that the market may have hit a ceiling and buyers 
are now being a little more conservative. 

Original Barber Half Dollars are always in demand. Heritage presented quite a few 
high-grade Barber Halves for auction, many the finest known, that brought prices 
well in advance of previous FMV prices. The 1911 -D in MS 67 sold for $25,300; 
none have been graded higher. The 1907-D in MS 67 is one of the most 
spectacular coins we have ever seen. This original toned coin realized $53,188 
and surely made an astute bidder very happy. The 1904-S is the most valuable 
Barber Half in all Mint State grades. This one graded MS 66 and brought $80,500, 
well above the previous FMV of $60,450. For more prices realized for the many 
Barber Halves, as well as the rest of this sale, please visit the Heritage Web site. 
The following list contains a few of the most important highlights from the Heritage 
Sale. 


Denomination 

1841 Seated Quarter 
1844 Seated Quarter 
1853 Arrows & Rays 
Quarter 

1889 CC Morgan Dollar 

1892- S Morgan Dollar 

1893- S Morgan Dollar 
1880 $4 Gold Coiled Hair 
1815 $5 Gold 

1930-S $10 Indian 
1933 $10 Indian 
1915-S Pan-Pac $50 Oct 


Grade 

Price 


Realized 

NGC PR 66 

$299,000 

NGC PR 66 

$299,000 

NGC PR 66 

$230,000 

Cam 


PCGS MS 68 

$531,875 

PCGS MS 67 

$460,000 

NGC MS 65 

$299,000 

NGC PR 62 

$575,000 

NGC MS 64 

$460,000 

PCGS MS 67 

$299,000 

PCGS MS 65 

$488,750 

NGC MS 67 

$207,000 


The results from bourse sales and the Heritage Auctions are evidence that the 
market still has plenty of money available for the right coins. Heritage sold more 
than $50 million in their numerous sessions. Granted, a year ago, the prices 
realized may have been more than $60 million, but that was then and this is now. 
If you consider the fact that many millions of dollars of business were transacted 
between dealers and collectors at FUN, even in this slow market, you can see 
how far our industry has evolved. Twenty years ago, when the market retreated 
20 percent, sales were very difficult to complete because buyers were virtually 



nonexistent, not interested at any price. Today, there are still plenty of buyers, just 
at new price levels. We have not seen a downward cycle like this for many years; 
it will be interesting to see how the market responds. 

An inventory overload has created the bargains in today’s market. The excess is a 
result of the many economically depressed collectors who were forced into selling 
in a soft coin market. Some dealers have lowered their buy prices, especially for 
coins they already have in inventory, to reduce some of this excess. Many believe 
the coin market will begin to improve in the second quarter of the year. In the 
meantime, there are plenty of bargains out there. It is just a matter of your budget 
and being in the right place at the right time. The right place could be in southern 
California, as the Long Beach Coin Expo is the next major event on the calendar. 
Heritage will be in the limelight again, hosting another Signature Sale at the Long 
Beach Convention Center. 

This article is a guest article written by: 

H 


The thoughts and opinions in the piece are those of their author and are not 
necessarily the thoughts of the Certified Collectibles Group. 
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Safely Packaging and Sending 
Your Coins to NGC 


Posted on 2/17/2009 

Taking the time to properly pack and ship your coins can eliminate headaches and 
protect your coins. 

The US Postal Service is not known for its gentle handling of packages. When 
items as fragile and precious as rare coins are being mailed, proper packaging is 
essential. When sending coins to NGC, here are some key points to follow: 

• To protect your coins, submit them in 2 !4" by 2 !4" non-PVC flips. These are 
not as flexible as the PVC versions, but they protect your coins from 
acquiring haze in the shipping process, which may limit the grade. If PVC 
damage is evident, a coin may be returned for PVC contamination. Do not 
use staples, as they can damage the coin. Coins can also be sent in their 
original Mint capsules. 


• Write the invoice number (the 7-digit number at the upper-right corner of the 
submission form) and the line number on a small sticker on each flip. For 
example, a sticker marked 5591421-001 would be placed on the outside of 
the flip containing the first coin on the invoice, 5591421-002 on the second, 
and so on. Rubber-band the individual flips together. Then, package the 
coins so they are well secured and cushioned in the box and remember, no 
staples. Make sure you seal the package securely to reduce the risk of theft, 
tampering or of coins falling through openings during shipping. NGC cannot 
assign a grade to a coin that it doesn’t receive! 


• NGC recommends that you mail your coins using US Postal Service 
Registered Insured Mail or FedEx. You need to have your own private 
insurance and an account number with FedEx if you choose this option. 
Remember, you can mail multiple submissions together in one shipping box 
as long as the coins are properly labeled. 



• If you are sending coins through WalkThrough or Express tier, please write 
in bold on the outside of the shipping box WK or EX. This will make sure that 
we open these boxes first and process them as fast as possible. 

By following these easy steps, you can be assured that your coins will arrive at 
NGC looking just as they did when you sent them. As Benjamin Franklin once 
said, an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure. 
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Dancing with Dates, Part Five 


Posted on 2/17/2009 


This month, David W. Lange takes a look at the intricate date styles of the half- 
dollar series. 


Continuing my study of date styles for the past 
century’s coinage, this month I’ll take a look at the half 
dollar series, beginning with Walking Liberty and 
Franklin halves. The date 1916 on the new Walking 
Liberty half dollar was nearly identical to that on the 
Mercury dime. This is not surprising, as both coins were 
sculpted by Adolph A. Weinman. More interesting is 
that the US Mint’s sculptor-engravers were so diligent 
in maintaining this style of numbering throughout the 
half dollar’s 32-year run. 



Weinman utilized a broad, open style 9 with a long tail, and numeral 6 was its 
inverted twin. Both numerals 1 featured small, straight serifs at either side of the 
base, which even on well struck pieces appeared as indistinct bulges. At the top 
of the 1 was a more prominent, slanting serif. Both 1 and 9 remained consistent in 
appearance year after year. Even after Chief Engraver John R. Sinnock closed 
the loop of the 9 on dimes starting in 1926, the half dollar remained true to its 
origins. 

When numeral 2 debuted in 1920, it displayed a broad, ogee curve to its central 
stroke and a flat base. The curve was straightened for 1927-29, while the base of 
the 2 featured an upward slanting serif. In 1942, this numeral was a hybrid having 
the ogee curve and a faint serif. 


The first appearance of a 3 on the half dollar was in 1923. Conforming to most 
denominations of that date, it possessed a flat top not seen thereafter. The 1933 
emission displayed a round-top 3 having a long, arcing tail pointing left. This tail 






grew even longer the next year and pointed upward through the remainder of the 
decade. In 1938 alone, it was slightly shorter, while the 1943 halves revealed a 
much shorter tail that was closer in style to that of 1933. 


The 1934 half dollars featured a numeral 4 having a plain base, but straight serifs 
were added to this base for 1940. A tiny, upward slanting serif was then added to 
the horizontal segment of the 4 in 1941, but this was dropped after 1944. The 
triangular opening within the 4 varied in size according to how high the horizontal 
was situated, being smallest in 1944 and largest in 1946-47. 

Numeral 5 appeared only twice in this coin series, 1935 and 1945. The former has 
a slightly longer tail, but in all other respects they are identical. The style of 6 
employed for Walking Liberty halves likewise changed quite little. It remained 
simply an inverted 9, though the 6 of 1936 was faintly taller than in 1916 and 
1946. Numeral 7 appeared four times without significant change. The horizontal 
segment acquired a tiny, downward serif in 1927 not seen ten years earlier, and 
this remained for 1937 and 1947. In the latter year, the diagonal of the 7 was 
slightly curved, unlike the straight segment used previously. 

In its three appearances, numeral 8 always displayed a small loop stacked atop a 
slightly larger one, though in 1938 this figure became broader overall. Only two 
dates in this series featured a 0, 1920 and 1940. In both instances this character 
was almost perfectly round, though the latter date featured a 0 that was distinctly 
smaller. 

The Franklin half dollar, due perhaps to its short duration, reveals very few 
changes in date style. Numeral 1 remained constant throughout this 16-year 
series, being a straight column having just a subtle, downward slanting serif at 
upper left. Its neighbor, numeral 9, underwent very few changes, and the same 
basic shape was retained from 1948 through 1963. The inside loop ended in a 
sharp point 1948-55, but this point became blunt for the years 1956-60. It never 
again ended in a sharp point, though the ending was narrower for 1961-63. 

The figures 2 and 3 each appeared in just two years and did not vary in style. The 
narrow, sans-serif 4 used 1948-49 gave way to a broader one for 1954. The 
revised figure gained serifs on either side of its base, as well as an upward 
pointing one on the horizontal member. Numeral 5 was of consistent style 
throughout, but its hanging tail was shortened slightly in 1951 and all subsequent 
years. 

Figures 6 and 7 each made solo appearances. The former was simply an inverted 



twin to the 9, while the 7 was slightly curved. The charming script 8 of 1948, 
reminiscent of many pre-1840 issues, became a simple block 8 in 1958. The 
upper loop was slightly smaller than the lower, a common feature in 20th-century 
USA coins. Numeral 0 retained the same style for 1960 that had been used ten 
years earlier. This was a simple ovoid figure which became a bit heavier in its 
second appearance. Dates for the Franklin series were heavier in general from 
1956 onward, this change coinciding with the blunt-loop 9 adopted that year. 

David W. Lange's column, "USA Coin Album" appears monthly in The 
Numismatist, the official publication of the American Numismatic Association. 
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Two Big Auctions from Bowers 
and Merena Started Off Their 
Year 


Posted on 2/19/2009 

Bowers and Merena Auctions scored big in January with their Orlando Rarities 
Sale and the Ponterio & Associates N.Y.I.N.C. ’09 sale. 

IRVINE, Calif. — Bowers and Merena Auctions launched 2009 with two 
outstanding auctions. The Orlando Rarities Sale, held on January 4, prior to the 
Orlando FUN Convention, realized $4,745,806, followed by the Ponterio & 
Associates, Inc., N.Y.I.N.C. ’09 Auction on January 9 and 10, which realized 
$1,648,460. 

"We are very pleased with the results of our Orlando Rarities Sale," said Steve 
Deeds, president of Bowers and Merena. "There were some in the industry who 
expressed concern about the economy and were unsure what this first major 
show of the year would bring, but overall attendance was positive and we were 
happy to present a strong selection of fine rarities that were very well received by 
our bidders." 

Just days after the Orlando sale, Ponterio & Associates, Inc., presented its first 
auction since becoming a division of Bowers and Merena in early December 
2008, held at the New York International Numismatist Convention. 

"Ponterio & Associates is pleased to be part of Bowers and Merena and we were 
very happy with the enhancements they brought to the auction block that made for 
an even better auction experience for our clients, like live online bidding," said 
Rick Ponterio, vice president. "We are looking forward to continuing our 
relationship with our longstanding Ponterio clients, and also bringing World and 
ancient coins and paper money to the Bowers and Merena clients in our 
upcoming auctions." 



Orlando Rarities Sale highlights include: 


















Lot 316 1914-S Buffalo Nickel. MS 67 * 

(NGC). $39,100 

Lot 427 1834 Capped Bust Dime. JR-1. 

Rarity-1. Large 4. MS 68 (NGC). $46,000 
Lot 709 1897 Barber Half Dollar. Proof-69 
Ultra Cameo (NGC). $50,600 
Lot 927 1895 Morgan Silver Dollar. Proof-67 
Ultra Cameo (NGC). $83,950 
Lot 1056 1915-S Panama-Pacific Exposition 
$50. Round. MS 65 (NGC). $103,500 
Lot 1094 Undated (Circa 1921-1922) August 
Bechtler. Restrike $5 Gold. Proof-66 (NGC). 

$44,275 

Lot 1149 1898 Liberty Quarter Eagle. Proof-68 Ultra Cameo (NGC). $46,001 
Lot 1205 1862 Three-Dollar Gold Piece. Proof-66 Ultra Cameo (NGC). 
$69,000 

Lot 1212 1876 Three-Dollar Gold Piece. Proof-64 Cameo (NGC). $48,875 
Lot 1285 1804 Capped Bust Right Eagle. MS 63 (NGC). $126,500 
Lot 1394 1925-S Saint-Gaudens Double Eagle. MS 66 (NGC). $120,750 


click image to enlarge 



Ponterio N.Y.I.N.C. '09 Auction highlights include: 

• Lot 667 GUATEMALA. 4 Escudos, 1783-P. 

NGC XF 40. $12,650 

• Lot 811 MEXICO. 8 Escudos, 1747-MF. NGC 
AU 55. $18,400.00 

• Lot 1306 CHINA. Kwangtung. 50 Cents, ND 

click image to enlarge 

(1890-1905). NGC MS 66. $8,050.00 

• Lot 2145 STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. 5 Cents, 1920. KM 31. NGC MS 65. 
$14,375 



Bowers and Merena’s next auction is the Official Auction of the ANA National 
Money Show™ in Portland, Ore., March 11-13, and the Official Auction of the 
Baltimore Coin and Currency Convention, March 24-28. Ponterio & Associates 
will present the Official Auction of the Chicago International Coin Fair, April 24-25. 
Complete lot viewing and auction schedules are available and catalogs will be 
available in print and online approximately three to four weeks prior to each 
auction. 


This is a guest article. The thoughts and opinions in this piece are those of their 



author and are not necessarily the thoughts of the Certified Collectibles Group. 
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1861-S Paquet $20 Leads Prices 
Realized in Heritage’s $13 
Million Long Beach Signature® 
Auction 


Posted on 2/17/2009 

This year’s successful auction featured gold rarities and many other exceptional 
coins. 

An 1861-S double eagle rarity, featuring the reverse designed by Anthony C, 
Paquet, lead the prices realized in Heritage’s Official Auction of the February 2009 
Long Beach Coin Expo. Lot 3020, the 1861-S Paquet $20 certified by NGC as AU 
58, realized $161,000. With its radically different styling, as well as the story of its 
meteoric withdrawal from production and release, has made this rarity among the 
most favored and storied coins in US numismatics. 

Other NGC-certified gold rarities from all denominations also starred in the 
auction, which contained some 6,500 lots from 280 consignors. The auction, 
presented by Heritage Auction Galleries, took place February 5-8 in Long Beach, 
California. Prices Realized have been posted by Heritage Auction Galleries on 
their HA.com Web site. The $13 million figure is expected to increase substantially 
as Post Auction Buys and the non-floor session continues. 


“Long Beach was especially rich in gold rarities, across all series,” enthused 
Heritage President Greg Rohan. “Exceptional coins were contributed by our 
anchors. The Grand Lake Collection was especially rich in gold pre-Civil War 
issues — especially the coins of Dahlonega and Charlotte. The four-generation 
Pasadena Collection started with a box of coins set aside by the owner of a 
general store in Pennsylvania. Part One of the Ed Lepordo Collection featured a 
complete type set (1793 to date), impressive Large cents and other series from 
two dozen NGC Registry sets. Additional selections from The Jack Lee Estate 




Collection were also included.” 


Bidder usage of the HERITAGE Live!™ bidding system, allowing global bidders to 
directly compete in the floor bidding via the Internet, continued to rise; of the 4,500 
bidders participating in Long Beach, 16 percent of those successful participated 
through HERITAGE Live! 

For more information about Heritage’s auctions, and a complete record of prices 
realized, along with full-color, enlargeable photos of each lot, please visit 

www.HA.com. 

To reserve your copy of any Heritage auction catalog, please contact Client 
Services at 1-800-872-6467, ext. 1150, or visit www.HA.com/Catalog to order by 
e-mail. 

media contact: 

Kelley Norwine 

KelleyN@HA.com 

1-800-872-6467 Ext. 1583 

Heritage Auction Galleries 
3500 Maple Avenue, 17th Floor 
Dallas, TX 75219 

Please direct photography requests to: 

Cindy Brenner 

CindyB@HA.com 

1-800-872-6467 Ext. 1289 

This is a guest article. The thoughts and opinions in this piece are those of their 
author and are not necessarily the thoughts of the Certified Collectibles Group. 
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NGC Coming to a Show Near 
You 


Posted on 2/19/2009 

NGC will be set up at several upcoming shows. Read more and check our Events 
Calendar for details. 

The NGC events calendar was recently updated to include Numismata Munchen 
in Munich-Freimann, Germany, March 7-8. NGC representatives at the show will 
accept submissions to be returned to the NGC offices for regular services. 


NGC will be set up at the following upcoming shows. On-site grading services 
offered at shows as indicated with an asterisk: 


March 7-8 

Numismata Munchen 

Munich Event Center 
Munich-Freimann, Germany 

March 13-15 

ANA National Money Show 

Oregon Convention Center 
Portland, OR 

March 26-28 

Whitman Baltimore Coin & Collectibles 
Expo * 

Baltimore Convention Center 
Baltimore, MD 

April 2-5 

Santa Clara Coin Expo 

Santa Clara Convention Center 


April 24-26 

Sarasota Coin Show 

Sarasota Municipal Auditorium 
Sarasota, FL 

April 29 

PNG Day * 

Duke Energy Center 
Cincinnati, OH 

April 29-May 2 

Central States Numismatic Society's 
70th Anniversary Convention * 

Duke Energy Center 
Cincinnati, OH 




Santa Clara, CA 


* On-site grading available. On-site grading services may not be offered for the 
duration of the show dates listed. Please contact NGC Customer Service at 1- 
800-NGC-COIN for information regarding the specific dates and times these 
services are offered. 

Check the 2009 NGC Online Events Calendar often for updates. 

Please be aware that while we strive to provide the most accurate information 
available, the scheduled dates and the attendance of NGC at the listed shows are 
subject to change. 
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From the NGC Archives: 1799 
Draped Bust Silver Dollar 

Posted on 2/18/2009 


The collecting of early silver dollars has grown in popularity, and this featured coin 
has been described as "a great coin for the variety specialist." 

Silver dollars achieved a high-water mark in 1799, 
when some 423,515 pieces were coined. This 
mintage would stand as a record for the 
denomination until 1860, when just over half a 
million silver dollars were issued from the New 
Orleans Mint. This design was the product of a 

collaborative effort. Famed portraitist Gilbert Stuart furnished the artwork, while 
the modeling in wax was performed by John Eckstein and the engraving by 
Robert Scot. The reverse of this type is based on the Great Seal of the United 
States of America, adopted in 1782. On the coins, however, the arrows and the 
olive branch were inadvertently transposed, which, in the language of heraldry, 
suggests that the nation favors war over peace! 



The collecting of early silver dollars has grown in popularity since the publication 
of the fine book by Q. David Bowers and Mark Borckardt. This handsome 
specimen appeared in the Heritage Auctions sale of January 1998. In that catalog, 
it was described as "a lovely coin, with original silver-gray surfaces and golden 
highlights." Heritage went on to describe it as "a great coin for the variety 
specialist," noting that this variety, BB-154, was rated by Bowers and Borckardt as 
the second rarest of 1799. 
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